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1 PET. ii. 13, 14. 


Submit elves to every Ordinance 
of Man | or the Lins fake whe- 
ther it be to the King, as Supreme; 

Or unto Governors, as unto them 
that are ſent by him for the Pu- 
niſhment of Evil doers, and for the 
Praiſe of them that do well. 


HE Purpoſe of our aſſembling 
here this Day, is to conſider of 
thoſe Social Duties which are 
incumbent upon us in our ſeveral Sta- 
tions and Capacities, as we are Chriſti- 
ans and-Britonc, under our preſent hap- 
py Eſtabliſhment in Church and State : 
And the Words I have read may ſuggeſt 
to us ſome Matter of Conſideration, 
which may not be unſuirable to this Oc- 
caſion. 

But it may indeed be doubted whe- 
ther our reviewing the many different 
Uſes and Explications which have been 
A 3 made 


0 


5 * 6 ] 
4 made of this noted Text, or of any. like 
F Paſlage in the New Teſtament, would 
be a ſure Method to lead us to -the- 
true Deſign of it, and effectually to re- 
commend the Duties therein preſcribed. 

For if we were to take our Notions 
of St. Peter or of St. Paul from the Al- 
tercations of Controvertiſts on the To- 
= of Government, we might appre- 

end theſe Apoſtles to have been certain 
profound Politicians, who formed ſuch 
ſubtle. Schemes of Policy, as may be a- 
dapted to the particular Views of any 
Parties wttich might ſtart up in any Com- 
mon- wealth: And we might be apt to 
conſider their divine Writings, either on 
one hand as plain Deeds of Conveyance, 
which clearly inveſt the arbitrary Diſ- 
poſal of the Lives, Liberties and Eſtates 
of all Nations in their reſpective Go- 
vernors; or to regard them on the other 
hand, as Charters which ſet forth the 
Rights, Liberties and Privileges of Sub- 
jects, and evidently preſcribe ſuch Pro- 
portions of Authority to Magiſtrates, as 
their People may occafionally ſee proper 
and convenient to allow them. | 
For as ſome have out of meaſure ex- 

alted, ſo others have without equitable 
Conſideration depreſſed the 2 | 

| | 0 
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of Governors; the former advancing 
them to a pitch of Power not fit for 
Mortals to be entruſted with; the lat- 
ter treating them with a Coarſeneſs, 
and reducing 'em to a kind of popular 
Dependence, which 1s neither ſuitable 
to their Condition, nor altogether con- 
ſiſtent with the Nature and Dignity of 
their Office. Not that we can be bold 
to affirm, that either the one or the o- 
ther Party in theſe Diſputes, mean at 
all Seaſons and Events to confine them- 
ſelves exactly to the Maxims and Prin- 
ciples which, with the utmoſt Zeal, they 
father even upon the Apoſtles. For 
they are. ever apt to vary in their Rea- 
ſonings, as the Scene of particular Inte- 
reſts may be ſhifted among them : And 
whatever they advance in Speculation 
on either ſide, yet in fact we cannot be 
ſure that either the one will in any de- 
gree practiſe their paſſive Doctrine, or 
allow their Governors any rightful Claim 
of Authority at all, in the Exerciſe of 
which they may not be admitted to go 
Sharers with him; nor can we be cer- 
tain that the other will grant bardly any 
thing, in which they may be themſelves 
the Actors, to be an Exceſs of Juriſ- 
dition, | 

So 


181 

So that to explain our Text, or any 
other like part of Holy Writ, to a 
Conformity with the Schemes of Poliey 
which it has been produced to ſupport, 
would ſcarcely afford us very clear N- 
rection in our reſpective Duties, but 
would be to make the ſacred Doctrine 
of the Apoſtles ſubſervient to the Opi- 
nions and Deſigns of Men, which may 
be as mutable as the Dictates of cel 
Paſſions, and as variable as the Intereſt; 
of the ſeveral Parties to which they mgy 
attach themſelves. „ CIOS 

But we may, without doubt, venture 
to take it for gramed of all Sides, that 
St. Peter would entirely have approved 
of our Conſtitution, as it is now | 
among us; and that, if he had been to 
write to us in particular who live under 
it, he would at leaſt have required from 
us the Duties preſcribed by him in this 
_—_— which was written to Chriſtians 
who lived under a much lefs perfett 
Form of Adminiftration, And there- 
fore if we apply his Injunction to en- 
force an Obedience to thoſe Laws which 
ſecure our Conſtitution in Church and 
State, we ſhall take the heſt Method to 
anſwer his Defign by it, as well as to 
promote the common Intereſt in 3 
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all particular Parties will be moſt ſure to 
find their Account at laſt. 


For whatever angry Diſputes may have 
been generally 9 5 ny. us, and 
ariety of Fact 


into whatever ons we 


may be apt to be carried by them; yet 


it is a Felicity (which we owe to the 
Frame of our Conſtitution, and to the 
Abilities, Virtue and Integrity of thoſe 
Governors who have the Cuſtody of 
our Laws, and in them the Guardian- 


ſhip of every Bleſſing ' that God thay 


diſpence, or we can wiſh to enjoy on 
Earth) that no private Paſſion or Party 
Zeal has ever in any the leaſt degree an 
Influence on the Adminiſtration of pub- 
lick Juſtice among us; and that we are, 


tho' the moſt divided, yet the moſt ſe- 


cure againſt any Fraud and Violence, 
which might be the Effects of ſuch Di- 
viſions, of any Nation in the World. 

Be it therefore our Buſineſs (without 


intereſting our Text, or the Author of 


it, in 1 Debate) to ſet forth the 
ſeveral Duties, which are here propound- 
ed by the Apoſtle, upon the ſame Foun- 


dation whereon he grounds them, and ſo | 


to form to our ſelves a true Notion of 

the Office of Governors, that we ma 

perceive when it is worthily diſcharged, 
| 3 


and 
hy, 


10 
and be thence induced to pay all that 
Honour and Reverence which is due to 
the ſupreme Magiſtrate, or unto the 
Governors that are ſent by him, and act 
by his Authority among us for the Pre- 
ſervation of the publick Peace and Wel- 
fare. And that we may propoſe the Ob- 
ſervations that may occur to us upon this 
matter in ſomething of Method, Let 
us conſider | We; 


Firſt, The Nature of that Office to 
Which Governors are deputed, and 
the End of the Commiſſion by which 

they act. And 8 « 

Secondly, The Reaſonableneſs of the 
Duty enjoyned to thoſe over whom 
they are appointed to act in this 
Capacity. | 


Firſt, We are to conſider The Na- 
ture of the Office to which Go- 
vernors are deputed, and the End of 

the Commiſſion by which they act. 


It would be of no great uſe to ſpend 
many Words here in ſtating the Reaſons 
that have been uſually aſſigned for the 
Inſtitution of Government in the World, 
or in reciting the laboured * 
EY | that 
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that have been brought to prove, that 
it is impracticable for Men to live in any 
tolerable degree of Peace and Order, 
without the Protection of Governors. 
For this is ſo obvious a Truth, that 
Mankind have ever acknowledged it 
upon the Experience of all Ages; and 
our meeting together at theſe ſolemn 
Seaſons, to ſeek to our Governors for 
redreſs againſt mutual Frauds, Injuries, 
or Violences, which we may apprehend 
we have ſuffered from each other, ſuffi- 
ciently convinces us how much we ſtand 
in continual need of their Authority for 
our common Security. 

But that the Propenſity of Men to 
act by unreaſonable Paſſions ever did 
and ever will put them under a Neceſli- 
ty of agreeing to ſome Laws, as the 
common Standard of their Actions, and 
of eſtabliſhing in ſome Hands or other 
an Authority to compel an Obſervance 
of ſuch Laws, may be properly remem- 
bred as a previous Obſervation to our 
Enquiry into the Nature of the Gover- 
nor's Office, | 

For one general View of his Office is 
to prevent any Hurt or Damage to any 
Members of the Society wherein he 


preſides, either in their Perſons or Poſ- 
B 2 ſeſſions, 


+ + 
ſeſſions, thro' any corrupt Paſſion, per- 
verſe Humour, or wilful Wickedneſs 


of their Fellow-SubjeQas, as far as his. 


diſpenſing of Puniſhments or Rewards 
can anſwer this End. | 
Thus our Text ſuppoſes Governors 
to be ſettled in Society, and to be em- 
ployed in exerting Acts of Authority, 
for reſtraining Diſturbers of the publi 
Peace, and it gives us a Deſcription of 
the Nature and End of thoſe Acts which 
they are to exerciſe in their Office. 
For the Apoſtle comprehends the 
whole Buſineſs of the Magiſtrate under 
theſe Two Heads of puniſhing Evil-doers, 
and of praiſing or encouraging them that 
do well. And here we may very well ſup- 
oſe that in theſe general and indefinite 
- Expreſſions he means to refer us to par- 
ticular Laws for a Determination of 
what is to be adjudged Good or Evil 
doing. For without ſuppoſing ſome 
{tated Laws of acting, nothing can be 
ſaid to be either well or ill done, but 
all Actions would be in themſelves in- 
different: In regard that it is a Confor- 
mity to, or Deviation from, the eternal 
'Law of Righteouſneſs, which is to be 
the Ground and Meaſure of all human 
Laws, that conſtitutes the difference of 
4 Good 
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and Paſſions, though they 


1131 
Good or Evil in the Actions of Men. 
So that we cannot well ſuppoſe that it 
is to be altogether left to the Magittrate's 
private Senſe to determine what Actions 
{hall be deemed Good or Evil, and con- 
ſequently fit to be puniſhed or rewarded, 
no more than it is to be left to the Peo- 

le to do what is Right in their own 

yes; but we are always to conceive 
thoſe Actions to be particularly defined 
by ſome poſitive Laws. | 

For as on the one hand there would 
be nothing but Confuſion and DiftraQti- 
on among Men, without the Interpoſt- 
tion of Governors; ſo on the other hand, 
Government without Laws to direct the 
particular Exerciſe of Power might 
dwindle into Arbitrarineſs and Oppreſſi- 
on: In regard that Governors, as they 
are mortal Men, may have their Frailties 
are not ſo apt 
to ſuffer them to fway the Senſe and 


Judgment of their Minds, or to become 


the Rules and Principles of their Actions, 
as the Generality of their Subjects are. 
And therefore, in one word, the Go- 
vernor's Office ſeems properly to conſiſt 
in diſpenſing Juftice duly, according to 
the expreſs Direction of written Laws, 
and in diſtributing righteoufly the Re- 


| wards 2 


„„ 
wards and Puniſhments appointed for 
the enforcing of them. | 9 

In this view then his Office takes in 
the Conſideration of Juſtice as it relates 
either to the Rights, or to the Deſerts 
of Men. And in order to our recollect- 
ing more explicitely the Matters and 
Things to which his Commiſſion ex- 
tends, as we may conceive them con- 
tained under the general Deſcription 
given by the Apoſtle, it may be expedi- - 
ent to enquire Oo 2 3 9 

I. Who may be ſaid to be Evil-doers, 
and what Puniſhment is to be inflicted 
upon them ? | 

IT. Who are underſtood by them that 
do Well, and what Praiſe or Encourage- 
ment 1s to be beſtowed upon them by 
their Governors? | 

I. We are to enquire who may be 
ſaid to be Evil-doers, and what Puniſh- 
ment is to be inflicted upon them by 
their Governors? | 

_ Evil-doing is a comprehenſive Phraſe, 
which implies in it every kind of Wick- 
edneſs that can be the Subject of human 
Action; ſo that to enumerate all Inſtances 
which may denominate Men Evil-doers, 
would be to point out the various ways 
whereby Men may do any thing to dif- 
7 honour 
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honour God, to injure one another, or 
to corrupt themſelves. For Men may 
be conſidered as Evil-doers in all theſe 
Reſpects, and become obnoxious to the 
Cenſure and Correction of the Ma- 
giſtrate, as far as any of theſe kinds of 
Actions come within his Ken and Cog- 
nizance. | 

For the profeſſed Purpoſe and Deſign 
of that Commiſſion, by which the Ge- 
vernor acts, is to preſerve and promote 
the univerſal Peace and Welfare of the 
Society under his Care and Inſpection, 
and for that End to take an Account of 

all Actions which in the Judgment of 
the ſupreme Authority, and of the Laws 
thereby enacted, do affect or interrupt 
the Good and Happineſs of that Socie- 
ty, or of any particular Member of 1t. 
And it has been the Senſe of all civi- 
lized Nations, where the Principles of 
natural Reaſon have not been utterly 
depraved and defaced, that the Actions 
of Men, in theſe ſeveral Inſtances, as 
they tend to diſhonour God, to injure 
their Neighbours, or to abuſe themſelves, 
are incompatible with the Safety, Peace, 
and Welfare of Society, and have ac- 
cordingly enacted coercive Laws and 
Penalties for the Doers of them. 3 | 


1161 

In our Nation in particular theſe Exil- 
doings are conſidered as the proper ſub- 
jet matters for Penal Laws, and are 
conſigned to Puniſhment as ſuch under 
the ſeveral Heads of Irreligion and Pro- 
phaneneſs, Unrighteouſneſs and Immo- 
rality. | 2 2300IK ' 

If we take the Notions ſeparately and 
apart, which are comprehended under 
theſe general Heads, we may conſider 
Irrreligion as the want of that due Senſe 
and Apprehenſion of God, and of the 
divine Perfections in the Mind, which 
we may derive from the Light of Na- 
ture as well as of Revelation. And this 
Defe& may apear from Men's Neglect to 
pay that natural Homage to God which 
they owe him as their Creator and ſo- 
vereign Judge. So that They are 
perly irreligious or prophane Perſons, 
who retain no inward Senſe of the Be- 
ing and Perfections of God, who treat 
the reaſonable Notion of a ſupreme Be- 
ing governing the World with Irreve- 
rence, and neglect to acknowledge his 
Power and Providence, and their own 
Dependence upon him, by ſuch Expreſſi- 
ons of Honour and Devotion towards 
him, as Men uſually underſtand by wor- 


ſhipping him. 
PPL1Ng | Un- 
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Unrighteouſneſs and Immorality may 

indeed be conſider d under the Cha- 

racter of Irreligion, as they afford out- 


ward Evidences of a contracted Igno- 


rance or wilful Neglect of God's Au- 
thority, and of the Laws enacted by 
him for the Conduct of Mens Lives and 
Actions. } 11 
But an inward Senſe and Apprehen- 
fion of God, and of our Obligation to 
ſerve him, and to hve in all good Con- 
ſcience before him, is what we may un- 
derſtand by the Principle of Religion 
en enlightens and influences the 
nderſtandings, Wills and Affections of 
Men) conſider'd abſtractedly from the 
outward Actions which may be the 
Fruits of it. And though the only Uſe 
and End of any Religious Principle is to 
enforce moral Practice; in regard Men 
cannot honour God by any reverential 


Apprehenſions of him or Addreſſes to 


him, unleſs they are thence induced 
conſcientiouſly to Do what is right and 
fit in Subordination to the Laws and 
glorious Ends of his Government ; and 
in order to their arriving to that -mea- 
ſure of Perfection and Happineſs to 


which their Capacities extend: Yet this 


inward Principle is "6 juſtly eſteem'd 
to 


1181 
to be the only ſolid Foundation upon 
which Virtue can be eſtabliſhed, or any 
Righteouſneſs and Morality be preſerved 
among Men. In regard that as. we take 
our perfecteſt Model of moral Laws 
from our moſt reaſonable Apprehenſions 
of the Divine Nature and Perfections, 
ſo likewiſe from our Senſe and Con- 
viction of the Power and Providence of 
the Supreme Being, and of our being 
accountable to him for our Actions, we 
derive our ſtrongeſt Motives and moſt 
werful Arguments to - enforce the 
ractice of thoſe Laws. For to deſcribe 
the Beauty of Virtue, and the Defor- 
mity of Vice, to talk of the Fitneſs and 
Reaſon of things, and to ſay that it is fit 
that Subjects be obedient to their Go- 
vernors, be juſt in their Dealings with 
one another, and ſober and temperate 
in the Government of their own- Per- 
ſons, would be but a cold Leſſon and 
a * Injunction in behalf of Practi- 
cal Religion, if we were to ſuppoſe 
Men to be without any inward Appre- 
henſion of a ſupreme Judge eſtabliſhing 
this Fitneſs, and taking a ſtrict Account 
of their Neglect of it. So then Gover- 
nors are to regard thoſe as irreligious 
and prophane Perſons who diſavow or 
| any 


reer 
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a way diſparage theſe fun mental ä 
Princi les of Religion; and to reſtrain 


them from doing any thing to weaken 
and impair in the Minds of their Sub- 
jects that Reverence which is due from 
reaſonable and conſcious 1 to their 
Almighty Creator and All-Righteous 
Judge. For if it ſhould appear that Go- 
vernors are intereſted at all in the Re- 
ligious Principles of the Society ander 
their Care, it will follow of courſe, that 
they are, as much as in them lies, 
to prevent them from being corrupted 
or defaced. And likewife it will be a 
Part of their Office to ſee that the So- 
ciety be provided with thoſe means 
which are neceſſary to 8 — 
neral Impreſſions of Re * on | 
Minds, and that the publick Worſhip 
of God be continually maintain'd in a 
pure and decent manner, which may be 
worthy of that Light and Knowledge 
which He has communicated to us in 
the Goſpel. For as the End of Religi- 
ous Principles is to enforce moral Pra- 
ice, ſo the End of all Worſhip is to 
preſerve the Principles which enforce 

that Practice. | | 
And whatever Diſtinction may be 
made between the Civil and the Reli- 
| C 2 gious 
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gious Character of the Magiſtrate, and 
whatever may be objected to his inter- 
poſing his Authority in Affairs of Reli, 
gion, yet his Superintendence over them 
will thus far appear, if we confine his 
Conſideration and Care to the preſent 
temporal Welfare of Men as they are 
united in Society. For as the Principles 
of Religion are the moſt effectual Foun- 
dation of virtuous Practice, and the 
ſtropgeſt Bar to Unrighteouſneſs and 
Immorality; they are of courſe the ſe- 
cureſt Inſtrument that can be conceived 
of publick Welfare; in that the more 
univerſally immoral Men grow, whether 
from Blindneſs of Underſtanding or 
Perverſeneſs of Heart, the more dith- 
cult will it be to reſtrain them within 
the Bounds of any Laws; if there can, 
without preſerving inward Impreſſions 
of Religion on Mens Minds, be any 
practicable or poſſible Method of diſ- 
penſing human Laws at all. So that 
ſuppoſing the Governor is not to look 
further than to the preſent Welfare of 
the Civil Society, yet it is his Office to 
ſee that the Principles of true Religion 
which enforce Morality be profeſſed, 
and that the neceſſary means of pre- 
ſerving them be maintained 2 
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Dominion, if it be for the Promotion 
of that End only. And he may con- 


ſider the Perſons who diſregard theſe 


Means, and diſavow theſe Principles, as 
a pernicious kind of Evil-doers, who are 
Enemies to publick Security, and Tray- 


tors to the Common-wealth,-as well as 


Rebels againſt God and his Govern- 
ment. of | a; Fa. of 
If it may be ſaid that it is a Diſpa- 
ragement to Religion to conſider it thus 
as an uſeful or neceſſary Inſtrument: of 
Civil Government; and that the Magi- 
ſtrate cannot promote true Princi- 
let, or a ſincere Profeſſion of Re- 
igion, by puniſhing or rewarding 
good or evil Actions, becauſe he can- 
not diſcern the Motives or Principles 
from which Men act, yet it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that as Governors can at leaſt 
enforce outward Actions | materially 
55 they may conſequentially reach the 
iſpoſitions and Principles that ſway 
Mens Hearts, tho' they cannot deſcry 
them. For when they confine Men to 
do Actions upon Reſtraint, which we 
may ſuppoſe good only in Appearance, 
they will ſo preſerve them from falling 
into that habit of Wickedneſs in which 
the Malignity and pernicious Conſe- 


quencg 
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quence of all Immorality conſiſts, as well 
with reſpe@ to their own Souls, as to 
the Welfare of the Community of which 
they are Members; in regatd that it is 
by repeated Acts that a bad Habit is 
grafted in the Mind, and if thoſe Acts 
be reſtrained, the Mind cannot become 
eſtabliſned in a vicious Habit, but may 
panty by Means and under the In- 

uence of ſuch Reſtraint” be carried by 
degrees to the contrary State of True 

It is in this manner that even Divins 
Sanctions are of uſe to implant the Seeds 
and to propagate the Principles of Vir. 
tue, e the Practices of Vige, 
For the Laws of God do not impute 
the evil Suggeſtions of Meh's Minds to 
them as Sins, but the determinate Re- 
ſolution to put thoſe Suggeſtions in Pra- 
ctice; and the End of the Divine Sans 
ctions which enforce theſe Laws is at- 
tained, in caſe an unrighteous or im- 
moral Intention be reſtrained from 
breaking into Action, becauſe the Mind 
is by that means prevented from che- 
riſhing the evil Diſpoſitions which cor- 
rupt it, and which cannot be kept alive 
without being indulged in Action. 


Thus 
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Thus the Magiſtrate's annexing San- 
ctions to the Profeſſion and Practice of 
Religion, may not only be of Benefit 
to the Society in general, but alſo to 
the particular Members of it, in reſpect 
to the Welfare of their Souls; in regard 
his puniſhing the Practice of Vice may 
be a means to purify their Hearts, as 
well as to,amend their Manners ; and 
to reform their Princi as well as to 
prevent the open Acts of Immorality, 
And therefore our Laws are Wiſe and 
Juſt, which direct the Magiſtrate to pu: 
niſh allIrreligion, Prophaneneſs and Im- 
morality; and it is of the greateſt Con- 
ſequence to the Common- wealth, that 
thoſe Laws be duly put in Execution. 

It would be of no great uſe to con - 
ſider the Effects of unrighteous and im- 
moral Actions in a mere political Light, 
as they affect the Right of Eſtates, or 
the Health of Men's Bodies, in regard 
they afford in that View leſs diſputed 
Matter for the Cenſure and Correction 
of civil Governors. 

For it was never doubted by any, 
but that all unrighteous Actions, by 
which one Man invades the Nights of 
another, do fall immediately under the 
Magiſtrate's Cognizance, as they are de- 

ſtructive 
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ſtructive of the End for which Men 
enter into political Society, which is to 
ſecure the Enjoymem of Property a- 
ainſt Fraud and Violence, under the 
rotection of common Laws; and of 
publickly authorized Judges. 
And as for immoral Actions whereby 
Men abuſe themſelves in their own Per- 
ſons, they are detrimental go the pub- 
lick Society, and conſequently puniſha- 
ble by the Magiſtrate, as they debaſe 
Men's Faculties, and render them unſiß 
for diſcharging civil Functions. 
For the Soctety has an Intereſt in the 
Abilities of every Member of it, and 
a civil or political Right to employ them 
in the publick Service, in return for 
the Benefit of Protection which private 
Perſons receive from the Community; 
and therefore when Men corrupt and 
abuſe themſelves, they at the ſame time 
injure the Publick, and become account- 
able to their Governors for thoſe Acts 
of Debauchery whereby they render 
themſelves incapable of ſocial Offices. 
And it might be ſaid further, That pri- 
vate Perſons who debauch themſelves 
may propagate Immorality, and by their 
vicious Examples may corrupt others; 
and if a People were to be generally 
n ſuffered 
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ſuffered to indulge themſelves in ſuch 
Immoralities as would render them effe- 

minate, the Society would become in- 

capable to defend itſelf againſt the Inva- 

ſions of foreign Force, by means of 
_ private Vices of its particular Mem- » 

ers. 

For theſe and the like Reaſons, whe- 

ther we conſider the Magiſtrate in his 
religious ar in his civil Character, as the 

Miniſter of God deputed by divine Au- 

, thority, to promote his Honour and 

Glory, and the Good of Mankindi; or 
as the Governor of Men authoriſed by 

Conſent to exerciſe Power over them 

for their common Security and Welfare, 

it may be the Duty of his Office to 
mark all ungodly, and unrighteous, and 
immoral Perſons as Evil-doers, and to 
conſign them accordingly to condign 

Puniſhment. 

There needs not much be ſaid of the 
ſeveral Kinds and [Degrees of Puniſh- 
ments, which are to be inflicted upon 
theſe different Species of Hvil-doers re- 
ſpectively, becauſe the Proportions of 
uniſhment are commonly preſcribed 
and limited by the Laws againſt which 
Men tranſgreſs. And if we ſpeak one 
Word only of the Nature and End of 
D Puniſh- 
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Puniſhment in general, we may eaſily 
perceive the Meaſure which is to be 
preſerved in diſpenſing it in thoſe parti- 
cular Caſes wherein there is a Latitude 
left for a reaſonable Judgment, or an 
equitable Conſtruction, which may ſoften 
the Rigour of Juſtice, and temper the 
Severity of the written Rule. | 
To puniſh a Man for an Offence, is 
to deprive him of ſome Good which he 
enjoys, or to impoſe upon him ſome Evil 
which he would not otherwiſe have un- 
dergone, in order to deter him or off 
thers, by the Example of his Suffering, 
from tranſgreſling the Laws of Society. 
For as the End of Laws is to ſet — 
to the unreaſonable Paſſions of Men, 
which interrupt their common Happi- 
neſs, ſo the whole Reaſon and Deſign 
of Puniſhment is to ſupport the Autho- 
rity of Laws, which provide for this End. 
And therefore Puniſhment being uſeful 
only as far forth as it maintains the Au- 
thority of Laws, it may be conſiſtent 
with Juftice for the Governor to miti- 
gate or remit it, and to ſhew Mercy to 
an Offender, when he may be ſatisfied, 
from the Reaſon of the Caſe, that he 
does not thereby countenance the Of- 
fence, or by an over-indulgent _—_ 
0 neſs 
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neſs diminiſh the general Veneration 
which is due to publick Laws. 

Having thus obſerved who are to be 
accounted Evil-doers, and what Treat- 
ment they are to meet with from their 
Governors; we are now to turn our 
Thoughts to the other Branch of the 
Governor's Office, to ſee what Inter- 
courſe he has with the better part of 
Mankind. For he is to praiſe them that 
do well, and to defend the Children of 


the Poor, as well as to puniſh the wrong 
doer. And this was our Second Enquiry 


from the Words of the Text, to wit, 

Who may be underſtood by them 
that -do well, and what Praiſe or En- 
couragement is to be. beſtowed upon 
them by their Governors. 

To do well is an Expreſſion of great 
Latitude, which mr to the Con- 
duct of Men in all Relations and Capa- 
cities of Life either publick or private. 
For they who conform their Actions to 
the Laws of God or of Man, and lead 
ſober, righteous and godly Lives, or 
who faithfully diſcharge all relative and 
ſocial Duties, and act the part of good 
Subjects, good Parents, good Children, 
and the like, may in general be ſaid 7a 


do well, 
D 2 But 
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But this Expreſſion in the Text lems. ' 
more particularly to reſpect Men in their 
publick Capacity, conſidered as Mem- 
bers of Society, living under the tame ; 

Civil Government. | 

And in this View, 0 do well may. be. 
underſtood in anegative or in a poſitive 
Senſe; either negatively, as Men (who. 
keep themſelves innocent and do no Ill, 
but carefully avoid the tranigreiling of 
any Law of the Society whereof they 
are Members) are allowed to do well, 
in the Judgment” of their Governors, 
whoſe Office it is to enquire into the 
Obſervance of Laws; or politively, as 
Men (who not only obſerve the Laws 
themſelves, but are inſtrumental in cauſe 
ing them to be the more generally ob- 
ſerved by others, whoſet forth any pub». 
lick Endeavours, or any ſignal Examples. 
of Virtue, for the promoting the Intereſt 
" * and the Welfare of Society) 

ſtill in a more emninent Senſe be 
fal to do well, 

And the Praiſe or Encouragement 
which Subjects, that do well in either of 
theſe Inſtances, are to receive from their 
Governors, is that publick Approbation 
which is implied in their being continu- 
ally A by Authority in the Peaßle 

able 


1 
able Enjoyment of their Lives, Rights 
and Liberties. 

This is indeed only a negative En- 
couragement or Reward, which mere In- 
nocence, without the Expence of any 
Labour and Induſtry in attempting to do 
any publick good, is entitled to. But 
then it is all the Reward which Men that 
do well can expect from their Gover- 
nors. For when they do as well as 
ever they can, they only do their Duty 
in vertue of the Obligations which the 
Laws of Religion and of Society lay 
upon them, and Security and Protection 
is all the Encouragement they can look 
for on the account of doing their Duty. 
This ſeems to be the general Senſe 


of the Governors of all Societies, ac- 


cording to the uſual Methods of their 
Adminiſtrations, in regard they only 
give ſentence in matters of Right, and 
enquire into the Evil-doings which de- 
ſerve to be puniſhed, but take not into 
Conſideration any Actions of Virtue, 
which may merit Rewards, becauſe the 
Security which the Good enjoy by means 
of the Puniſhments which are inflicted 
upon the Evil, is ſuppoſed to be a ſuffi- 
cient Inducement to them to continue 
in a Courſe of Well-doing. _—_— 

| ro- 


. 


Protection of A 3 Men againſt Fraud 


and Oppreſſion may give the Society 


wherein they enjoy that. Advantage, a 


reaſonable Claim to any Services t 
can perform for the publick Proſperity, 
The Word Praiſe, which the Apoſtle 


makes uſe of to expreſs the Benefit that 


Governors are to beſtow on good Sub- 
jects, may indeed ſignify ſome particular 
Notice which is to be taken of their 
good Deeds. For to praz/e is to encou- 
rage Men by ſome expreſs Act to per- 


ſevere in doing well. And it may be 


conceived that Men, in their preſent 
imperfect State of Being, are properly 
to be ſwayed by mixed Motives, which 
operate on their Reaſon and Paſſions 
together; in regard- that it is the Wik 
dom of the ſupreme Governor of the 
World, not only to preſcribe Laws 
which are agreeable to the Reaſon and 
Underſtanding of Men, but to give Aſ- 
ſurance of Rewards alſo, which may 
influence their Affections, and excite 
them to the Atchievement of Actions 
which may be conformable to his Pre- 
ſcriptions, and conducive to his Glory 


and the Good of Mankind. So that 


however Virtue may recommend itſelf 


to the Reaſon of Men, yet Rewards 
may 


_ tas af ay | fund mo. oc 


/ 5. ac. 


131 1 
may be as neceſſary to excite them to 
the Practice ot it, as Puniſhments are 
to deter em from Vice. And to ex- 
pet that Men ſhould continually exert 
any oeh Acts of Virtue for promo- 
ting the Welfare of their Fellow-Crea- 
tures, from an abſtracted Idea of the 
Beau y and Reaſonableneſs of ſuch Acts, 
without the Application of any Motives 
to carry forth their Affections to the 
Exerciſe of them, would be to overlook 
obe half of their Compoſition, and to 
betray a want of Inſight into human Na- 
ture. But it is here to be remembred, 
that there cannot be any exact Pattern 
propoſed from the Proceedings of God 
in his Diſpenſation towards Men, for 
the Imitation of his Vice-gerents on 
Earth, becauſe earthly Governors have 
it not in their Power to apply particular 
Rewards to the Deſerts of all Men un- 
der their Dominion. | 

They have indeed ſome poſitive Re- 
wards in their Diſpoſal, which might in 
ſome Senſe be conſidered as the proper 
Incitements to virtuous Actions, meant 
under the Word Praz/e, ſuch as Riches, 
and Honour, and Diſtinction. But ſuch 
Rewards may be regarded as mere mat- 
ters of Favour, which no good Actions 

can 


1 
can in Reaſon give any Subjects a Title 
to demand. | e 
For tho' the Governor is limited by 


Laws in the diſpenſing of Puniſhments, 


becauſe it would be a Calamity equal to 
being without Government, to leave it 
in his Power to puniſh the Innocent at 
leaſure: Yet as it is not properly an 
njury to any one Man, that another, 
leſs deſerving than himſelf, ſhould be 
rewarded, therefore the Governor is, 
as he may reaſonably be, allowed a more 
extenſive diſcretionary Power in be- 
{towing Rewards. 55 
But it may be obſerved, that however 
theſe Rewards may be Matters of mere 
Favour in reſpect of private Perſons, 
who have no more Right to them one 
than another, yet there is no doubt but 
that, in reſpect of the Society in gene- 
ral, they are properly matters of Truſt, 
repoſed in the Governor, and that he is 
under the greateſt Obligation to conſult 
the publick Welfare in the diſpoſal of 
them. Trp 
And if he ſhould peradventure ever 
beſtow them according to mere Fancy, 
Humour, and Inclination, or make them 
the* Purchaſe of ſervile Flattery, and 
ſordid Application, or regard them as 
mer- 
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mercantile Matters, and diſpoſe of them 


to the higheſt Bidder, for à valuable 
Conſideration, he would be guilty *of- 
Unfaithfulneſs in his Station towards 
the Publick, and of a great Injury to 
the Community in General; though no 
particular Perſon can make a rightful 
Demand to his Favour in thoſe In- 
D Wet. 2. 1440 a | 
For the Goyernor. may be as much 
obliged by, the Duty of his Office" to 
conlider the publick Welfare in dealing 


out theſe Rewards, as in diſpenſing Pu- 


niſhments, according to Mens Delerts;' 
in regard it may be as great an Inſtatice 
of wrong Adminiſtration Fer 
ho do ill, as it would be to puniſn then 
that do well; and he might thereby be- 
come Partaker of thoſe Vices to Which 
he ſhould communicate Support, and* 
truly render himſelf ih Conſcience, Ho-! 
hour, and Religion, reſponſible for 'alP 
the Conſequences which might ac: 
crue to the Community by his putting 
Perſons unqualified in their Capacities 
or Morals, ; into Places wherein they 
would bear a relation to. the Publick. 
For if every Man is to anſwer for ne- 
pecing the right Employment of thoſe 
alents which God has given him, much 
hy As 5-7 0 So db | more 


tan 


more. Selle he oe to account” for, 
who avipg. the Faculties 7 Talents 
great Numbers of Mett utider his 


Breton amd neg le& to apply them 
duly. f i, the | Betiefit and Welfare of 


1 it is to be noted, wat whar bas 
been obſerved upon this MW 3 by 


eans bear any ſuch rigl ad un- 
reaton able Contacto, as Fray ny Way 
interfere with the Right of Governors 


to, adminiſter Acts of Kindneſs and Be- 
neficence to private Friends and De. 
pendents, who may be endued with pro. 

er Qualifications to make uſe of their 
Fa avours for the publick Benefit,. For to 
ay, that they may not be very juſtly in- 
fluenced by particular Regards of Pa. 
tFapage and Friendſhip in diſpofing of 
publick Rewards, ſo far as may be 
conſiſtent with a due Care of fupply- 
ing the Church and State with Met 
fit and able to diſcharge all Offices 
and Functions therein, would be to for- 
90 et the Allowances to be made for gra- 

oy ing thoſe honeſt Affections of the 
Mind, by which particular Intercourſes 
are. maintained among Men, and to cat- 
ry a reaſonable Doctrine to a Rotnah- 


tick and extravagant Extent: © And 
there- 


[ 35 } 


thereforg, Qbſervatian on this Hggd 
will in the all degree. countena 17 
the been pF i e 
factious Men, who will ever find a 
with the; 4 81 A Offices, as long as 
it may chance to be t ir F rtune to he 
out of {Oe N or any jyſt 
Reflection hich may be mage con- 
cerning the Matter, can extend only 
to thoſe Caſe $ wherein publick Re- 
wards might be be 8 V a plied in 
the, general, to the HPPOrT' of idle and 
illiterate or of vicious and immor 
Men, 1 5. ſhould. conſume an uſele 
and abandoned Life in Revelling, an 
Exceſs, and Gaming, and all waltf 
Diverſions, without contributing by my 
Exerciſe of an 00. publick Virtue to the 
Honour of God, or the Welfare of their 
King and Countr regard that i 
is only in ſuch Ca es kick rtue Hun, 
be deprived of its due Praiſe and Re- 
ward, that the Commonwealth wo 
be defeated of the benefit it might rea- 
ſonably expect from the Officers it is at 
the Charge of waren be 4. and that the 
Government would iſappointed of 
the Support it might receive from the 
Services of Men o Proper e in 
the ſeveral Offices! A 5 3095 
n 
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In a Word, the Almighty and Soye- 
reign Diſpoſer of all things in Heaven 
and Earth, hath ordained Governours 
to a Place of Dignity and Power over 
their Fellow-Cregtures, to the End that 
they might be capable of- turning the 
Talents of all other Men to the Glory 
of God, and to the Advancing of 
his Kingdom in the World. And it is 
obvious, that they cannot more effectu- 
ally pervert the End of that Office to 
which they are deputed, or betray the 
Truſt committed to them by God, than 
by applying thoſe Advantages to the 
ſupport of Idleneſs, Vice and Igno- 
rance, which were put into their 
Hands for the Encouragement of Vir- 
tue and Merit. For there is not any 
thing in which Governours can be 
deemed the Repreſentatives of God, 
nor any ſenſe in which they can be 
called his Miniſters, ſo much as in re- 
warding Virtue, and making good Men 
happy as far as their Power extends: 
In Regard, that it is hereby only the 
truly reſemble that God who is good, 
that they do his Work, are in his Place 
and Room, and perform his Office; or 
that they become worthy of the Cha- 
racter given them in Scripture, of be- 
ing 
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ing as Gods to their Fellow-Crea- 
tures. | | | 

We ſee, upon the whole then, that it is 
the Office of all Governours (within 
the Verge of their reſpective Forde 
ction) to reſtrain and puniſh Evil-doers, 
and to maintain the Authority of Laws, 
to diſcourage Prophaneſs, Immorality 
and all ungodly Licence, to diſtribute 
equa and impartial Juſtice; to exerciſe 
Clemency within the Proportions of 
Reaſon and equitable Conſideration ; 
and to promote Piety and Virtue, by 
diſpenſing all the Encouragements and 
Rewards in their Power, to them that 
do well, And very juſtly and reaſona- 
bly does ſuch an Adminiſtration as this 
entitle our Governours to that Duty 
from their Subjects, which we propoſed 
to recommend, under the Second Ge- 
neral Head of this Diſcourſe: And ir 


only now remains, that in a few Words 


we be reminded of the Obligations 
we are under to perform it, by way 
— * from what has been 
aid. 

The Duty which Subjects are en- 
joyned in the Text to render to their 
Governours is a Submiſſion to their Au- 
thority; and the Performance of this 


Duty 
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Duty is not only reaſonable. in it (elf, 
but neceſſary to the very Being of an 
Government among Men. Inſamuc 
that we cannot imagine to our felyes 
any ſuch thing as Government in the 
World, without perceiving it at the 
ſame time to be the Duty af thoſe. h 
live under it to Pay a gühmiſſion to jr, 
But che Puty of Submiſſion which pe 
owe to our GCoverrors does not ſignify 
only a bare Acquigſcenge in the Deter, 
mination of Authority, without mur: 
muring at their Proceedings, or finding 
fault with their Conduct; but may 
comprehend likewiſe that Affection, 
Reſpect, and Gratitude, which is reallß 
due to them from us on Account of the 
ſubſtantial Benefits derived to us by 
their wiſe and good Adminiſtration. . 
For the Duty of merely ſubmitting 
to the Authority of Governors is in- 
volved only in the genera! Idea of 
their Office, and is founded on the 
Relation which Subjects bear to them 
as they are inveſted with it; and we 
find the Apoſtle inſiſting on this Duty 
from Men who were ſubject to a Go- 
vernment*that was Tolerable only: And 
that too, for the Lord's ſake, or for 
the Credit and Reputation of ry 
eli- 
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Religion, Which al one we} better for 
the Peace and of Societies, 
and more effectually enfortes that pro- 
per Behaviour in Jl Relations of Life 
which may conttibute thereto, than 
any other lostudon! in the Worid. But 
as We live not only in a reaſonable De. 
gree of Peace ànd Order, but are alſo 
bleffed with pecultar Rights and Li- 
berties, and continually enjoy/all Safety, 
plenty, and Profperity under the Pro- 
tection of virtudus Magiſtrates, and 
an equal Diſpenſation of good Laws: 
We are to conſider our Governors as 
our common Benefactors, and as the 


Publick Diſpenſers of every Bleſſing to 


us that this World affords; and in 
that View we are obliged in all Juſtice 
and Gratitude ſinosrely to wiſh tnem all 
Good, to pray to God for their Pre- 
ſetvation and Welfare, and heartily to 
contribute our Endeavours, in our ſe« 
veral Capacities, towards making their 
Aamimtitatien ſucceſsful and” prot. 
rous. 

Theſe are Duties which it is in- 
cumbemt on Briteh SubjefFs to ren- 
der unto their 'Governotsz and we 
have at prefent- all Reaſon imaginable 
to induce us to 4 conſcientious Per- 

formance 


_ J 3 
formance of them. For we do not 
now require an Implicit Submiſſion to 
Power, or a blind Veneration of Au- 
thority, or a tame Reſignation. of any, 
one Right to the Arbitrary Will and 
Pleaſure of Governors; but only pro- 
poſe, that your Reſpect and Gratitude, 
towards them, may bear ſome Propor- 
tion to their Virtues, and to the Be- 
nefits derived to the Community by 
their publick Care. And ſure every 
one who hears me will eaſily grant, 
that He is not, by this Propoſal, en- 
joyn'd to pay any Duty to his Go- 
vernors, but what Reaſon, Religion, 
and the uncorrupt Affections of his 
own Heart muſt require him to ren» 
der to them. Yet if we treat our, 
Governors by this Rule only; if we 
conſider them as Officers publickly 
Authorized to diſpenſe: Laws, and to: 
—— for our common Security and 

/elfare, and ſubmit to them (accor- 
ding to any Limitation which we can 
imagine to be implied in the Apoſtle's 
Deſcription) as unto Perſons who are 
impartially to adminiſter Puniſhments 
and Rewards according to Men's De- 
ſerts, we may in that View find Cauſe 
for rendering them as much Love and 
6 Grati- 
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Gratitude ' as I can recommend, of 
they need deſire. For as our Su- 
preme Governor has conſtantly ſhew- 
ed himſelf inclined to make our Pub- 
lick Laws the Rules and Meaſure of 
his Adminiſtration, ſo has He ap- 
pointed Magiſtrates under him of an 
eſtabliſhed Reputation for Abilities 
and Integrity, who fill our Seats of 


Juſtice with very eminent Sufficiency, 


and with an unbiaſſed Impartiality dit- 
nce theſe Laws. TA 
And forafmuch as there ever will 
Caſes occur among Men, which (from 
the infinite Variety of Circumſtances 
wherewith they may' be attended) will 
eſcape the Cognizance of poſitive 
Laws, however wiſely they may be 
contrived : He hath furniſhed our 
higheſt Seat of Judicature with a Magi- 
ſtrate of as applauded Virtue, as ever 
poſſeſſed an Office in Human Society, 
whoſe thorough Inſight into our Laws 
(acquired by Preſiding with unwearied 
Application for many Years over the 
Courts wherein they are Adminiſtred) 
renders him perfectly capable of ſup- 
plying all Defects of them, and of 
reducing At Caſes by an * 
| e 
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ble Judgment to a Conformity with the 
immutable Law of Righteouſneſs. 
Thus much may be ſaid without 3 
View to any Perſonal Reſpecis, or 
the leaſt Approach to ſuſpicious Praiſe, 
in regard that it is only repeating 
what is Proclaimed by the publick 
Voice of all Denominations of Men 
amongſt us, who ſee and own that Ju- 
ſtice was never more righteouſly Ad- 
miniſtred in our Courts of Law and of 
Equity, than it is at this Time. 

But we are . * to our Supreme 
Governor for his Care and Goodneſs, 
not only in Providing us thus with 
good Magiſtrates to diſpenſe our Laws, 
and to ſecure our Rights at Home, 
but alſo in furniſhing Himſelf and his 
Kingdom with wiſe Miniſters and 
Counſellors, to defend our Poſſeſſions, 
and to protect our Commerce Abroad, 
againſt Diſturbers of the common Peace, 
and Violators of the Laws of Nations. 
For indeed, all that We could ſay of 
Domeſtick Felicities would dwindle 
into vain Oſtentation, were not our 
Miniſters to ſee that we may find the 
ſame Security in Trading to foreign 
Lands, a4 we enjoy in our own; in 
: 9. v** } ©: M7 a . : regard 
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regard that our Trade is the Sprin 

from whence flows all the Wealth an 

Plenty wherewith we abound; and if 
the moſt profitable Branches of It 
were ſuffered to be torn from us, we 
ſhould have the leſs Uſe for thoſe ex- 
cellent Laws we boaſt of, becauſe. we 
ſhould hardly have Property enough to 
ſubſiſt us under the Protection of them. 
So that we cannot but be ſenſible: of the 
great Obligations we. are under to 


. theſe Governors, by whoſe Providence 
ſuch our Commercial Rights are pre- 


ſerved, as are the principal Means of 
our common Proſperity. And we 
need not look far back, into the 
Courſe of their Adminiſtration , to 
diſcover ſignal Inſtances of their Care, 
and abundant Matter for our Grati- 
tude towards them, in this Reſpect. 
For they are every where allowed to 
have well diſcharged the Office. of 
wiſe and faithful Miniſters, upon .the 
opening of that important Scene which 
at preſent takes up the Attention. of 
the World; when by their timely 
Councils and active Meaſures, they de- 
feated the Projects of ambitious Spi- 
rits, and diſappointed the Force of 
two Potent Kin doms, before they 

| F 2 could 
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could be put in a. Condition, tg, op- 
preſs the Liberties of Europe, to In- 
vade us in our own Country, or to 
raviſh from us the Advantages, and 
our unqueſtionable Rights of Commerce 
in foreign Landes. „ Kr 

And by the Bleſſing of God, on 
theſe Preventive Councils, they may 
in a little Time, and with a ſmall Ex- 
pence, cruſh theſe Unjuſt and Deſtru- 


ive Deſigns of our Enemies; which 


after they might have been thraughs» 
ly ' digeſted, and prepared for Execys 
tion, would have involved us in; many 
Years Wer, and have. coſt us as muc 
Treaſure as a Tax to the Amount. of 
half our Eſtates, would have, hardly, des 
frayed, ' in making a Defence againſt 
ther, And yer we mult have beep con- 
tented to have undergone ſuch Wars 
and Taxes, unleſs we would have 
choſe rather to ſurrender, not only 
our Poſſeſſions and Trade Abroad, but 
our Religion, our Rights, and Li- 
berties at Home alſo, in Exchange 
for Superſtition, ' Poverty and Sla- 
—_— ER. 
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But the general Reſentment, af this 
Vigilant and Active | Adminiſtration, 
which bas been exprefled in the moſt 
1 1 enn "a 2 exalted 
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exalted Strains of Applauſe and Gra- 
titude hy the Senate; and the Gity, and 
he; Country) a >render'it 2needleſs 
for me to ſay a Word upon the great 
Occaſion.” Vet i may not be impre- 
per juſt to mention thoſe univerſally 
acknowledged Virtues of our 'Supeti- 
ours," who preſide over dur Publick 
Affairs, either at Home or Abroad; 
as they afford an appoſite Argu- 
ment and moſt reaſonable Motive 
to engage us to diſcharge our reſpe- 
ctive Duties toward them,; Which at 
this Seaſon it is the particular Buſts 
neſs of my Office to remind us of. 
For they would be unhappy -Govers 
nors, who could not ' conciliate the 
Loves: Reſpect, and Gratitude of Man- 
kind, by a painful Application of pro- 
per Talents and Qualities in the Ser- 
vice of the Commonwealch:? And 
we ſhould be unthankful Subjects, if 
we could harbour any Diſaffection to 

a Government, - under the auſpicious 
Influence of which there are fo 
great Benefits and Bleſſings derived 
tO is, % Henle toi“ 
Permit me but in one Word to re- 
vie y the State af our Caſe. 
Oo tr no 11213 


We 


We live in the continual Enjoyment 
of all Civil and Religious Rights and 
Liberties that we can wiſh to be poſ. 
ſeſſed of, under a well-conſtituted Go. 
vernment in Church and State. 
Our Civil Conſtitution is founded 
on Laws which are equally the Mea- 
ſure of the Governor's Power, and of 
the Subjects Right, and every private 
Man is as ſecure of his particular Pro- 


perty under them, as the King is of 


the Crown he wears, The moſt effe. 
ctual Means are provided for the re- 
gular Execution of theſe Laws, in 
that there are Able and Faithful Ma- 
giſtrates appointed to preſide over them, 
who ever Adminiſter them righteoufly 
in all Circumſtances that occur: amon 

Men; ſo every Man being aſſured o 

the Fruits of his Honeſt Induſtry, all 
uſeful Arts are cheriſhed among us, 
which may tend to our Publick Pro- 
ſperity. And that we may be no way 
deprived of the moſt extenſive Advan- 
tages that may accrue to us from the 
Encouragement of ſuch Arts under this 
Adminittration at Home, our Miniſters 
are vigilant in the Care of our Affairs 
Abroad, in maintaining the Intereſt of 
their Country, and protecting our Trade 
againſt 
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againſt the Eneroachments of all F 
reign Nations. vw * | 
And further till, That we may be- 
come a Wiſe and Virtuous, as well as 
a Rich and Wealthy People, our Su- 
reme Governor has taken the pro 
Method for promoting of all Liberal as 
well as Mercantile Arts among us. For 
he hath not only provided the beſt 
Means for the general Diſcouragement 
of Vice and Immorality, by appointing 
good Magiſtrates to puniſh Evil-doers, 
but has alſo ſhewed a particular Deſire 
that Men may be Advanced, by their 
Parts and Acquiſitions, and that Praiſe 
and Diſtinction may be the Reward of 


Well-doing; in regard he hath provi- 


ded our Univerſities with publick In- 
ſtructors, to form the Youth of the Na- 
tion in thoſe Sociable Accompliſhments, 
and in that Knowledge of the World, 
and, of the true Intereſt of England, 
which may qualify Men of Learning and 
Virtue, in the preſent and future Gene- 
rations, for ſerving their King and Coun- 
try, in the ſeveral Offices of the Com- 
monwealth. WE ett, of TOP 
May God grant them the Underſtand- 
ing to make a right Uſe of, and proper 
Returns for the Bounty and Benefi- 

cence 


[48 ] 


cencel of in Good andoGratious' prlues: 
Having thus obſerved our Caſeun 
der a Civil Diſpenſation, we are to re- 
member alſo, that our Spiritual Rights 
and Liberties are effectually ſecuted 
under a mild Eocleſiaſtical Inſtitution: 
For our E. ſtabliſhment in the Church i8 
wiſely.-contrived: for the — 
Men in the free Exerciſe of their 
ſciences, and for the promoting! che 
Profeſſiom and Practice of true Rell- 
gion, as well as for che ſtrengthning and 
pporting the Conſtitutio of the Civiſ 
State This Church maintams 2 Purit 
of Doctrine which is frer from any 
ture of Superſtition, or any Frede ef 
Enthuſiaſm, and preſerves: Order and 
Diſcipline withom any Approach to Ri- 
gour and Severity. It 18 ſo far from 
abetting any Perſecution, that it is as 
{trong a Bar againſt every Degree of 
Uncharitablenets on the one Hand, 48 
of Licentiouſneſs on the other. And 
it is indeed the ſecureſt Fence of Lider⸗ 


o 


ty in Religion that can be deviſed; or 
that the Condition of Human Nature 
will admit of; inaſmuch as to undermine 
it would be inevitably: to open a Door 
for religious Tyranny of one Species or 
other to ſucceed in its Place, as well as 

to 
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Ste, to which it is united. For if any 
aac ſhould imagine to himſelf, that 
among a free People who; claim a Pri- 
vilege to Exerciſe, and are ever diſpo- 
ſed by their natural Genius and Com- 
lexion to Exert a vchement Degree 
Lea for various Opiniqns in Religion, 
a general Liberty of Conſeience can ba 
maintained, or that a Civil Government 
can ſubſiſt iu Peace and Safety, Without 
having a Religious Eſtabliſhment incor+ 
porated into it, he wauld form but an 
impracticable Notion, and prove an 
Uto ian Projector. 0 11 ⁹¹ 1 fer 
_ Upon the whole then, the Profeſlian 
of true Religion is promoted, and 3 
Liberty of Conſcience maintained, Pro: 
faneſs and Immorality are puniſhed, and 
the Practice of Virtue is encouraged s 
our Perſons: and Poſſeſſions are ſecured, 
our pe Trade protected, and all lis 
beral and civil Arts and Sciences arg 
countenanced, under our preſent Diſ- 

penſation in Church and State. 
And the World may be challenged 
to ſhew a Conſtitution ſo well formed, 
or an Adminiſtration better directed for 
rendring us a great and proſperous Nas 
tion in general, or making each parti- 
G cular 


3 | Ait Pede among us a good . 


united People, che moſt- A 


rr 


da Happy Man. So thati it mig b 
Waſbnably enpected from theſe 1 
Advantages- which we ehjoy''a 1 II. 
other ' Nations; that we thouldobe bl 
belt -ſatisfiedy- 1 moſt gontented 0 


and Dutiful Subjects towards Goveriſci 
ad the moſti virtuous Men lipon Earth; [ 
Vet we might, persdventure;find;x ud 
felves diſappointed in this ExpeQatiog 
if we were to look about to ſee: for tha 
Effects which are produced by. theſe 
boafted Means of Peace and Proſperity, 
in the Behaviour of all Orders and De- 
fees of Men among us: In regard 
that we might be led by this Enquiry to 
ſpeak of our Civil and Religious il. 
cords, of our Factions againſt the State} 
and of our Diviſions in the Chuch, of 
our Corruption in Principles, and our 
Degeneracy in Morals, and of the many 
publick Evil-doings and Abcennations 
which abound in our Land. 

But the Time would fall me to re- 
count the manifold Errors and Follies 
which too generally prevail among us; 
and often put''our Governors to the 
Expence of as much Pains in guarding 
againſt the perverſe Attempts of ſediti- 
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a projects of Foreign Powers. All! 
uli therefore tiow only let us remembef 


©:aM3-rat if we ſhould turn our Liberties 
| Uli n Eicentjouſneſs, and wantonly abuſe 
see. ZohewOpportunities and Means of 


100 :vpineſs, Which the Providence of 
4 


"ESI bath put into our Hands, they 
arthe u. make us liable to the ſeverer Ac» 


n ind the heavier Condemnation; 
tag let us conclude with hearty Prayers 


r th fto God, that he would give a Bleſſing 
heſe io all the Counſels and Deſigns of our 
my, Governors for our Good, in promoting 
Fave Piety and Virtue, in the regular Exe- 


ry to 


to Trade abroad, and encouraging it at 

Diſ· N home; and that He would give all their 

tate; subjects Grace to forward theſe De- 

, "of fons, by doing their Duty in their re- 
our F ſpective Stations, by renouncing to all 

"any Parties and Factions, and joyning in 

100S F one common Endeavour to promote 
Ii he united Intereſt and Welfare of their 

re: King and Country, Which may God 

Iles} Grant, through Jeſus Chriſt our 

us, Lord, Sc. 

the 

ding 

liti- 91 
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cution of our Laws, in defending our 
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